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What is WRI?
State led partnership 

driven effort to improve 
high priority watersheds in 
Utah

Ecosystem values WRI 
focuses on improving
 Watershed health and biological 

diversity

 Water quality and yield

 Opportunities for sustainable 
uses of natural resources



WRI FY22 
Accomplishments

 120 Completed projects

 59 Different funding partners

 164,064 Acres completed

 29,916 acres fire rehabilitation

 137,148 acres proactive restoration

 119 Miles of stream and riparian

areas treated

 666,756 Pounds of seed applied

 70,701 Acres of new class III 
cultural resource inventory

 1,116 new sites located/avoided



BLM Acres

- 42,847

- 9,020

State Acres

- 30,609

- 2,467

USFS Acres

- 51,530

- 9,948

Private Acres

- 6,906

- 5,481

Other Acres

- 5,256

- 0

Total Acres

- 137,148

- 26,916





Performance Measures
 Acres Treated (excluding fire)

 Stream Miles Improved

 State Funding Leverage

FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023

Target 100,000 100,000 120,000 120,000

Actual 110,041 145,272 137,148

FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023

Target 175 175 175 175

Actual 166 223 119

FY 2020 FY2021 FY 2022 FY 2023

Target 3 3 3 3

Actual 2.2 2.9 2.0



WRI Bill - HB 131
2022 General Session

 Passed House and Senate 
with zero “No” votes

 Officially creates WRI 
within DNR Admin.

 Sets the policies and 
objectives of WRI

 Describes how WRI will 
be administered/funded

 Requires annual report to 
NRAE Interim committee



275 Current
WRI Projects



FY23 WRI Led Fire 
Rehabilitation 
6 New Fires - 8,431 Acres 
Fire Acres

Halfway Hill 5,278

Dodge Spring 1,922

Jacob’s City 653

Busby Complex 460

Santaquin WMA 80

Pine Canyon 38

Halfway Hill

Pine Canyon

Jacob’s City

Santaquin

WMA

Busby 

Complex

Dodge 

Spring Hill



 125 FY24 WRI 
funding proposals
 300,000 Acres

 $72 Million 
funding requests

 Shovel ready 
projects

 Costs to complete 
these projects 
continue to rise

WRI Proposed 
Projects – FY24



Watershed Program Funding 

General 
Fund, 

$5,616,800 

Designated 
Sales Tax,  
$500,000

(water 
sales tax) 

 97% 
Funds go towards 
WRI projects –
administered 
through DWR

 3% 
Held in DNR for 
single FTE – overall 
Watershed program 
administration

$6,116,800
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Tyler Thompson
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